
Blast from the Past Car Show More than 100 
classic cars and motorcycles will be on display at this 
weekly car show. Come enjoy the music, food and vendor 
booths. The show is located on Third Avenue in down-
town Chula Vista from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday evenings 
from June 7 to August 30. Sponsored by the Downtown 
Business Association, (619) 422-1982.

Pet Fest and 2k Doggy Dash Run, walk or dash 
to a fun-filled festival for pet lovers! Join the two-mile 
Doggy Dash where prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place winners. Other activities include demonstra-
tions by the Police Department canine unit, pet contests, on-site 

adoptions, low cost 
clinics, pet ven-
dors, refreshments 
and fun for families 
and furry friends 
alike! All proceeds 
will benefit the 
Chula Vista Animal 
Care Facility. Don’t 
miss the festivities 
in Memorial Park 
on Saturday, June 
25 from 8 a.m. to  
2 p.m. For more 
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The Chula Vista Spotlight newsletter is published five 
times per year and is distributed as a public service to 
residents and businesses by the City of Chula Vista. 
Copies are also available at various locations around 
the city. Send comments or inquiries to the Office of 
Communications, City of Chula Vista, 276 Fourth Avenue, 
Chula Vista, CA 91910. The city’s Web page address is  
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Chula Vista Focuses on Healthy Lifestyles

Endangered Species
continued from front page

and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—are saving a rare species 
from extinction. 

Decades ago, large numbers of Light-footed Clapper Rails 
thrived in southern California’s coastal salt marshes. As these 
critical habitats disappeared, the rail population dwindled. Today, 
fewer than 700 Light-footed Clapper Rails exist anywhere in the 
wild. 

The Nature Center’s captive breeding program began in 2001. 
Since then, 104 birds have been reared and released into the 
region’s wetlands-- from Santa Barbara to San Diego Bay. The 
birds are raised in specially designed enclosures that are planted 
with native vegetation. Here they learn how to forage for food 
and hide from predators—important training for surviving in the 
wild. 

“We won’t release them unless we’re convinced their natural 
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Spring into Action

instincts have kicked in,” said Charles Gailband, Curator of Birds. 
“We have an army of volunteers who watch these rails for hours 
at a time to determine if they’re savvy enough to hide from a 
hawk or kill a fish and eat it.”

Because rails are some of the most skittish and secretive 
creatures on earth, scientists rarely catch a glimpse of them 
in the wild. Biologists are sure the birds are surviving because 
they can hear them. In the marshes where the birds have been 
released, scientists play a taped recorded message of another 
rail’s call and count the responses. The number of responses is 
increasing most in marshes where the birds have been released.

Rescuing an endangered species is usually associated with a 
large zoo or research i    nstitution. “When this program got off 
the ground several years ago, no one imagined how successful it 
would be,” said Dan Beintema, the Nature Center’s Director. “We 
have been collecting data that may help other scientists duplicate 
our success.” 

information, call the Downtown 
Business Association, (619) 422-
1982.

July Fourth Fireworks 
Celebrate the 4th of July with a 
spectacular display of fireworks at 
the Chula Vista Marina at 9 p.m. 
Sponsored by the City’s Department 
of Recreation. For more informa-
tion, please call (619) 585-5682. 

Celebrate Chula Vista 
Enjoy this free family festival 
featuring great food, exciting 
entertainment, business expo, at-
tractions for the kids, fireworks and 

more! The action begins at noon until 9 p.m. in Marina View Park 
on July 4. Sponsored by the Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce, 
Port of San Diego and City of Chula Vista. For more information, 
please call (619) 420-6603. 

Music in the Park A free public concert series beginning 
mid-June and continues through August. The concert schedule 
includes Saturday and Sunday afternoons and Thursday evenings. 
For more scheduling information, call the City’s Office of Cultural 
Arts, (619) 585-5627.

For more information about events taking place in Chula Vista 
throughout the year, call the City’s special events hotline at (619) 
585-5682; or visit the Calendar of Events page on the City’s Web 
site at www.chulavistaca.gov. 

WITH ACRES OF PUBLIC PARKS,  
miles of walking, hiking and biking trails and 
hundreds of recreation programs, Chula Vista is 
the ideal spot for health conscious people. That’s 
why the City and its many community partners are 
highlighting Chula Vista’s Healthy Lifestyles 
during a series of fun-filled events that begin 
this spring and continue into the fall. Health and 
fitness, good nutrition and an appreciation for the 
great outdoors—there’s a little something for 
everyone at our upcoming events.

From May through September, the City will 
be working with the U. S. Olympic Training 
Center, the Sweetwater Unified School District 
and the Chula Vista Elementary School District, 

Sharp Chula Vista Medical Center 
and EastLake to highlight 
monthly events that focus 

on wellness, nutrition 
and exercise. It’s called the Healthy 
Lifestyles initiative.

Chula Vista Healthy Lifestyles 
kicks off with Cycle EastLake on May 22, 

at Chula Vista Community Park with bicycle rides, a health and 
fitness expo, a concert and the participation of Olympic athletes. 
June 4 and 5 will showcase some of our existing walking and 

hiking trails from east to 
west. Take a guided walking 
tour of the Chula Vista 
Nature Center or join other 
trailblazers for a hike around 
the Lower Otay Reservoir. 
In July, don’t miss the 
excitement when the Olympic 
Training Center celebrates its 
10th anniversary, and the City 
holds a party to mark Parkway 
Gym’s first 50 years. For dates, 
times and more information, 
visit the City’s Website at 
www.chulavistaca.gov. Look 
for the Healthy Lifestyles 
logo on our Home page.

To keep you on the right 
track to good health, Chula 

Vista’s Recreation Department offers plenty of programs. “There 
are 45 public parks and seven recreation centers for people to 
enjoy, and nine new parks are in the works. We offer an activity 
or class for every level of athlete,” said Buck Martin, Director of 
Recreation.

From good nutrition to regular exercise, we want to make 
Chula Vista one of San Diego’s healthiest communities. 
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Please see Endangered Species, inside

Saving a Species 

EVERY SPRING, THE “BIRD CREW”  at the Chula Vista Nature Center 

is on alert—and in awe. Light-footed Clapper Rail chicks are about to hatch, and staff 

members know they are making history again. The bird is an endangered species that 

wouldn’t have a chance of surviving without intervention and help from the Nature Center. 

Their commitment and the efforts of their partners—SeaWorld, independent biologists



University Plans Leap Ahead
CHUL A VISTA’S PROPOSAL  to establish a four-year 
university on a 1,500-acre site in Otay Ranch is gaining momentum 
and finding solid support among educators and business leaders. 

Recently, the City named an 
advisory panel of high profile regional 
leaders to help steer the University 
Park and Research Center concept 
through the next, more intensive 
level of planning. Lee Kerschner, Vice 
Chancellor Emeritus of the California State University, is heading up 
the Blue Ribbon Committee.

Formation of the Blue Ribbon Committee is an important part 
of Phase II of the City’s ambitious plans to create an institution of 
higher learning that will be a collaboration of public and private 
universities. Several schools will share one campus and its facilities 

while working together to offer the courses and classes 15,000 
students need to earn a four-year degree.

The University Park and Research Center site is located next 
to the Olympic Training Center. 
Prestigious research institutes and a 
business park will share the campus. 
City leaders are hopeful that a newly 
announced U.S. Department of 
Energy program focused on global 

energy research may be located on site.
In Phase II of the project, the City, along with a team of 

consultants and the advisory panel, will lay the financial and 
business groundwork for the University Park and Research Center. 
They’ll tackle everything from the look and feel of the campus to the 
types of programs that will be offered to students. 

DID YOU KNOW  there’s a touch 
of France in old Chula Vista? Come to the 
fifth annual Historic Home Tour on May 7 
and see for yourself.

On the tour is a French Normandy 
style house built in 1926 that features 
a round stone masonry tower at the 
entrance. “The old-world ambiance of 
this house inspires thoughts of chateaus 
and castles,” said Historic Home Tour 
Chair Glenda de Vaney. 

One of the few large Colonial Revival 
houses remaining in Chula Vista is also 
on the tour. Built in 1927, the big yellow house on Second Avenue 
includes Tuscan columns on an open portico. 

On a hill overlooking the ocean is a striking Monterey-style house 
built in 1932. Completing the tour is a charming Spanish Eclectic 
home built in 1927 for a chauffeur which includes a “telephone 
room” where the resident chauffeur took calls from his employer. 
Vintage autos will be displayed at each house.

“Tea and sweets—served in a romantic garden setting at one 
of the historic homes—are included in the ticket price,” said de 
Vaney. Members of the San Diego Costume Guild will be in period 
costumes.

All historic homes will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The self-
guided tour will begin at the Chula Vista Heritage Museum, 360 
Third Ave., where guests can buy tour tickets, and pick up a program 
and map.

Tickets cost $23. For more information about special and group 
rates, contact de Vaney at (619) 420-5612. 
Sponsored by the Chula Vista Historic 
Homeowners, the City of Chula Vista and the 
Heritage Museum Society, the 2005 tour will 
benefit the Chula Vista Heritage Museum and 
preservation projects in Chula Vista. 

“Taste” the Arts 

A STELL AR LINEUP  
of talented artists, musicians, 
dancers, writers and more are 
coming to Bayside Park for 
Chula Vista’s Taste of the Arts 
on Sunday, May 15! This free 
family festival starts at 10 a.m. 

and continues until 5 p.m. in a 
wonderful waterfront setting. 

You’ll listen to the spectacular 
sounds of the San Diego Symphony 
in a Pops-style concert. And—
joining the symphony for a cameo 
performance—you’ll hear world-

Around Town...
renowned pianist Gustavo Romero, who grew 
up in Chula Vista.

You’ll dance and tap your toes to the funky, 
soulful, jazzy sounds of Down to the Bone—
hailed as kings of UK jazz groove and favorites 
of live audiences from Catalina to Monterey. 

You’ll see demonstrations by more than 30 
well-known artists. You’ll admire one-of-a kind art pieces ranging 
from Del Herbert’s striking bird carvings, Scott Kempton’s blown 
glass paperweights and Kirsten Francis’ 
custom prints to the stunning bronze 
sculptures of Manuelita Brown. Other 
artists include Joe Darin, Paula Chang 
and Rosemary KimBal.

There will be plenty of hands-on 
activities for the kids. Don’t miss the 
Icarus Puppet Theater, the Fern Street 
Circus, poetry slams and more.

Check the Web site at www.
chulavistaca.gov for the entertainment 
schedule and list of artists. The Chula 
Vista Office of Arts and Culture presents 
the festival, and major sponsors include 
the City of Chula Vista and the Port of 
San Diego. 

Graffiti...Going, Going, Gone

IN THE ON- GOING BAT TLE  against graffiti, 
Chula Vista is using a new weapon and implementing a new 
policy. Both are designed to take the sting out of being a 
victim by providing a free removal process for residents and 
businesses targeted by taggers.

The new weapon is a special truck, outfitted with equipment 
that allows it to mix and match paint colors on the spot. When the 
truck goes into service later this summer, property owners won’t 
have to worry about colors clashing when City employees paint over 
graffiti on buildings, walls and fences. 

The new policy adopted by the City Council speeds up the process 
for getting rid of graffiti in our neighborhoods. As soon as the graffiti 

is reported, the City will ask the property owner 
to sign a consent form that allows our employees 

to remove it. Once that permission is granted, a City 
crew will remove the graffiti—at no cost to the property 

owner—within 48 hours. The consent form remains on file, and 
if the vandals strike again, the City will be able to take immediate 

action. Property owners who prefer to do the job themselves must 
take action within 48 hours. 

Police warn that when graffiti is not removed quickly, it invites 
more crime. Research shows that prompt and persistent removal of 
graffiti is an effective way to discourage repeat vandalism.

To report graffiti, please call the City’s graffiti hotline at  
(619) 691-5198. 

EastLake Design District 
If you’re thinking about remodeling your home or buying new 

furniture, the EastLake Design District is the place you want to be. 
It’s the City’s next landmark development and will be your one-stop 
shopping for decorating, upgrading or furnishing your home. 

The almost one-half million square feet of space is already under 
construction north of Otay Lakes Road at Fenton Drive. In October, 
the first phase of the project is scheduled to open for business. 

Tenants are still in the process of signing on, but so far, they 
include a variety of companies specializing in: flooring and tile; 
furniture; lighting; closet and storage design; window coverings; 
pools and spas; home theater; and fireplaces. Eventually, the Design 
District will house more than 50 businesses and include office space 
for architects, interior designers, and other design professionals.

Drunk Driving Crackdown
Don’t even think about drinking and driving 

in Chula Vista. Police have dedicated a special 
enforcement team to step up efforts to 
keep drunk drivers off the streets. The DUI 
(driving under the influence) Enforcement 
Team is funded by a $450,000 grant from 
the California Office of Traffic Safety.

In Chula Vista, an increasing number 
of traffic related injuries and deaths can 
be attributed to drunk drivers. According to 
statistics compiled by Mother’s Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD), the deadly combination of 
drinking and driving killed at least 17,000 people 
nationwide in 2004. 

The DUI Enforcement Team is focused on reducing serious 
accidents and saving lives. Officers will take their traffic safety 
message to all local high schools as well as Southwestern College. 
Motorists will be seeing regular DUI checkpoints and saturation 
patrols in the community. 

Home Tour and Tea

Catching up with Cody 
You’ve read about Cody, the Chula Vista Fire Department’s 

search-and-rescue dog, in a previous issue of Spotlight. Since then, 
the golden retriever, with his handler Linda D’Orsi by his side, passed 
another rigorous test given by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 

Agency). Cody is now one of three 
urban search and rescue canines 
in the county to earn an advanced 
FEMA certification.

All the hard work paid off this 
winter when Cody and D’Orsi were 
called in to search for possible 
victims when a cliff collapsed 
at Torrey Pines State Beach. 
Fortunately, no one was injured in 
the slide, and Cody performed like 
a champ.

More Time for GPU
Recently, leaders decided to extend the General Plan Update 

(GPU) process to allow time for more public input. Council expects to 
take action on the GPU by August. 

The GPU is the blueprint that will guide growth and development 
over the next 20 years. It’s been a massive effort that has included at 
least 70 public meetings, thousands of volunteer hours and thousands 
of public comments.

As the process was drawing to a close in February, nearly 100 
new letters and comments from dozens of speakers were entered 
into the record. To make sure those voices are heard and considered, 
the Mayor and City Council revised the GPU timetable. 

Visit the City’s Website at www.chulavistaca.gov for updated 
information about new dates for GPU meetings and workshops.

Taking a Leadership Role
Make a difference in the way we work and live. Get involved in 

local government by volunteering for one of the City’s many boards 
and commissions.

In the months ahead, city leaders will be making 
several important decisions that will shape Chula 
Vista’s future. Your participation is vital to this 
public process. Qualified residents can apply 

now for an open position on one of the City’s many boards and 
commissions. For a list of vacancies, visit the City’s Website at www.
chulavistaca.gov or call the City Clerk’s Office at (619) 691-5041.
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“This effort is the most exciting thing that’s happening in 
higher education in this country. It’s almost revolutionary 
in its concept and implementation.”

— Lee Kerschner, Chair, Blue Ribbon Committee


